EASTWICK AND GILSTON PARISH COUNCIL
PROTOCOL FOR PLANNING APPLICATIONS
This protocol is applicable to all planning applications received by the Eastwick and Gilston Parish Council.
Major Developments
The District Plan that shapes the future of East Herts to 2033 was adopted in September 2018. Policy GA1 for the
Gilston Area allows removal of a large section of Metropolitan Green Belt, the building of approximately 3,000
dwellings and associated infrastructure during the plan period to 2033 with the potential for a further 7,000 dwellings
to follow.
The Parish Council has focused engagement with East Herts Council (EHC) and Places for People (PfP), the primary
landowner, on District Plan matters through the Hunsdon and Eastwick & Gilston Neighbourhood Plan Group that is
mandated to represent the Parish Council and reports to the Parish Council.
Alterations and extensions to a single property
Parish Councillors will base their assessment of an application for small to medium alterations and extensions to a
single property on East Herts Council policies HOU11 and DES4 of the 2018 District Plan. Where applicable in
accordance with Policy GBR1 of the District Plan, planning applications within the Green Belt will be considered in
line with the provisions of the National Planning Policy Framework. 143 - 147: Planning applications within the Rural
Area Beyond the Green Belt will be considered in accordance with Policy GBR2 of the District Plan.
If necessary, the Clerk will contact the East Herts Council planning department to request an extension period to allow
this to happen. Planning applications shall be approached in the following way.
1.

When a planning application is received by the Clerk it shall be circulated to all Councillors who will
nominate two Parish Councillors as designates to liaise with the applicant and immediate neighbours

2.

The designated Parish Councillors will inform the applicant of the Parish Council protocol and visit the
immediate neighbours of the applicant to see if they are aware of the application and whether they wish to
comment on it. Although the Parish Council will take such comments into consideration, the neighbours
should be encouraged to write directly to the planning department.
If neighbours have an objection to an application, the designated. Parish Councillors shall refer the item for
debate during the next Parish Council meeting. If necessary, the Clerk shall be asked to contact the planning
department to request an extension period to allow this to happen, If this is not possible an urgent meeting will
be called to discuss this.
If contact with neighbours is not possible, or they have no objections to make, the designated Parish
Councillors shall inform all members of the Parish Council.

3.

In cases where Parish Councillors have no objections to an application, and there have been no objections
raised by neighbours the Clerk shall be asked to write to the planning department. to inform them that ‘The
Parish Council has no comment to make on the application’.
If Parish Councillors or neighbours have raised an objection to an application, this will be taken to full council
meeting for further discussion (see clause 4).

4.

When an application has been debated during a Parish Council meeting and assessed against policies HOU11
and DES4 of the 2018 District Plan and where applicable Policies GBR1 or GBR2 including assessment of
any neighbours’ objections the Clerk shall be asked to write to the planning department to inform them of the
Parish Council’s conclusion.
There are two types of response as follows:
•
•

The Parish Council objects to the application for the following reasons.
The Parish Council has no comment to make on the applications
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National Planning Policy Framework. NPPF paragraphs 143 - 147:
Proposals affecting the Green Belt
143. Inappropriate development is, by definition, harmful to the Green Belt and should not be approved except in
very special circumstances.
144. When considering any planning application, local planning authorities should ensure that substantial weight is
given to any harm to the Green Belt. ‘Very special circumstances’ will not exist unless the potential harm to the
Green Belt by reason of inappropriateness, and any other harm resulting from the proposal, is clearly outweighed
by other considerations.
145. A local planning authority should regard the construction of new buildings as inappropriate in the Green Belt.
Exceptions to this are:
a. buildings for agriculture and forestry;
b. the provision of appropriate facilities (in connection with the existing use of land or a change of use) for
outdoor sport, outdoor recreation, cemeteries and burial grounds and allotments; as long as the facilities
preserve the openness of the Green Belt and do not conflict with the purposes of including land within it;
c. the extension or alteration of a building provided that it does not result in disproportionate additions over
and above the size of the original building;
d. the replacement of a building, provided the new building is in the same use and not materially larger than
the one it replaces;
e. limited infilling in villages;
f. limited affordable housing for local community needs under policies set out in the development plan
(including policies for rural exception sites); and
g. limited infilling or the partial or complete redevelopment of previously developed land, whether
redundant or in continuing use (excluding temporary buildings), which would:
i. not have a greater impact on the openness of the Green Belt than the existing development; or
ii. not cause substantial harm to the openness of the Green Belt, where the development would reuse previously developed land and contribute to meeting an identified affordable housing need
within the area of the local planning authority.
146. Certain other forms of development are also not inappropriate in the Green Belt provided they preserve its
openness and do not conflict with the purposes of including land within it. These are:
a. mineral extraction;
b. engineering operations;
c. local transport infrastructure which can demonstrate a requirement for a Green Belt location;
d. the re-use of buildings provided that the buildings are of permanent and substantial construction;
e. material changes in the use of land (such as changes of use for outdoor sport or recreation, or for
cemeteries and burial grounds); and
f. development brought forward under a Community Right to Build Order or Neighbourhood Development
Order.
147. When located in the Green Belt, elements of many renewable energy projects will comprise inappropriate
development. In such cases developers will need to demonstrate very special circumstances if projects are to
proceed. Such very special circumstances may include the wider environmental benefits associated with increased
production of energy from renewable sources.
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