EASTWICK AND GILSTON
PARISH MAGAZINE

MONDAY 4TH FEBRUARY
8.00PM
VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
VILLAGE HALL
PYE CORNER, GILSTON
The village hall is, next to the two churches, the most
important resource we in Gilston, Eastwick and Terlings
Park have.
Please help us to make the most of what it has to offer.
We would appreciate new ideas and new input at our AGM,
so if you would like to join the small committee that runs
the hall, please do turn up.

All residents are welcome.

FEBRUARY 2019
UL LAUNCH OF A PETITION TO THE TOWN COUNCIL

USEFUL WEB SITES:
EASTWICK & GILSTON PARISH COMMUNITY WEB SITE:
eastwickandgilston.org.uk
HUNSDON EASTWICK & GILSTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN GROUP WEBSITE: hegnp.org.uk

KNOW YOUR COUNCILLORS
EASTWICK AND GILSTON PARISH COUNCILLORS

CHAIRMAN
MARK ORSON
01279 453257
Mark.orson@outlook.com
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01279 443894
beazleylucy@aol.com

SPIKE HUGHES
spike.hughes@kelvinhughes.co.uk

ROBERT WIGHTWICK
robbojtw@gmail.com

EAST HERTS
PARISH CLERK
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
CHRISTINE LAW
ROBERT BRUNTON
01279 411646
robert.brunton@eastherts.gov.uk
christine.law2@btinternet.com
write to: 9 Church Cottages, Gilston,
Herts CM20 2RH

TIM GEDDES
01279 437010
tggeddes@aol.com

VICE CHAIR
JANINE BRYANT
01279 635198
piers.bryant@yahoo.co.uk

HERTFORDSHIRE
COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Eric Buckmaster
eric.buckmaster@hertfordshire.gov.uk
07578 170303

EASTWICK AND GILSTON PARISH COUNCIL
NEXT MEETING

MONDAY 11TH MARCH 2019
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
The Parish Meeting is an opportunity for parishioners on the Electoral Roll for Eastwick and Gilston
to raise any matters of concern to them that relates to their local community. It would be helpful to
have written notice of any matters to be raised but it is not essential. Matters can be raised at the
meeting without prior notice

FOLLOWED BY THE BUSINESS MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

8.00PM
VILLAGE HALL, PYE CORNER
GILSTON
AT THE BEGINNING OF THE BUSINESS MEETING WE WILL HAVE A 10-15 MINUTE SLOT WHERE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE INVITED TO ADDRESS THE PARISH COUNCIL ON COUNCIL MATTERS.
AFTER THIS, THE PUBLIC ARE ASKED TO PLEASE BE SILENT SO THAT THE PARISH COUNCIL CAN
HOLD THEIR MEETING.
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE ALLOWED TO BE PRESENT DURING OUR MEETING BUT ARE NOT ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE.
AGENDA FOR ALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS CAN BE FOUND ON ONE OF OUR VILLAGE NOTICE BOARDS – IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE REPORTS THAT ARE NOT WITH THE AGENDAS
(DUE TO LACK OF SPACE) PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Hunsdon, Eastwick and Gilston Neighbourhood Plan Group
(HEGNPG)
January 2019 update
As we turn the year it seems a good opportunity to give residents an update on what we, HEGNPG, are doing
on your behalf.
HEGNPG was set up a couple of years ago to develop a Neighbourhood Plan and represent both Parishes in
response to the East Herts Council District Plan proposals to remove the Green Belt protection and develop a
large number of homes in our community; this was not something we, as a community wanted. Alongside our
opposition to the proposal we also had discussion with East Herts Council and the landowners about the proposals so that ‘If the destruction of the Green Belt here became a reality we would position the Community as
well as we can to minimize the damage to our community’.
Many of you have supported our work and attended seminars to give feedback during last year but it might
seem that everything has now quiet? So what are the key things we are working on on your behalf?
As many of you will know following the Examination in Public of East Herts Plan the independent Inspector
worked with East Herts to make changes to their Plan so it could be adopted as a formal Plan; that happened
last autumn. That was not something we wanted so we are now faced with the reality of the removal of the
Green Belt protection and homes for some 30,000 to 40,000 new residents will be built, over many years, as 7
“Hertfordshire Villages” each separated by open countryside.
Beyond the adoption of the Local Plan, as described above, the strategic things we are working on as part of
our work to develop our Neighbourhood Plan include:

The creation of a Harlow and Gilston Garden Town Board – This group has been set up by the three local
Councils. So while we are within East Herts and they are the planning authority they work closely with Harlow and Epping local authorities. They have set up a design Quality Review Panel, appointed and Independent
Chairman and employed staff. Sadly, to date, the Chairman and Chairman of the review Panel have declined
to meet with us, a Community directly affected by the Garden Town proposals. We continue to ask for meetings as we believe that it must be wrong that public servants are unaccountable to the communities affected by
their work.
The publication of a Garden Town Vision – see https://www.harlow.gov.uk/sites/harlowcms/files/files/documents/files/Garden%20Town%20Spatial%20Vision.pdf) is the Vision the three Councils
have endorsed. We have commented on this Vision and asked that it should properly recognize the East Herts
Local Plan commitment of 7 Hertfordshire villages and not simply urban extensions built into the open countryside.
The Hertfordshire County Council’s (HCC) highway consultation on the A414 – This is really important
and very current. We all know that the A414 and C161 (the road from Pye Corner to Sawbridgeworth face major congestion and are dangerous so adding extra traffic to these roads will make matters worse. It seems
HCC, agree but did not make this point when the plans were being adopted. HCC want to do a number of
things the most alarming is to run the A414 as a major trunk road through the heart of the existing Pye Corner
community. East Herts, who support the changing of the road from being a ‘C’ classification road with a
weight restriction have confirmed that they have never considered any alternative options or studies including
why the existing road through Harlow’s commercial areas cannot be improved.
What does the Adopted plan really mean? – This might seem an odd question; surely it was all discussed in
detail at the Public Inquiry? The new policy removing the Green Belt designation says that the new development will be built in accordance with Garden Town Principles that include Land Value Capture, community
ownership of community assets (so things like the spaces between the new villages and the former Hunsdon
airfield etc.). Despite repeatedly asking what these principles will mean and how they will work we can get no
answers from their authors! We think this is unreasonable.
So what do we see as the big things we will be doing over the next year on your behalf?
Responding to the A414 Consultation, as mentioned above
Developing a Neighbourhood Plan working with the landowners and eventually seeking a vote from
residents on the neighbourhood plan. (NOTE: The scope of the Hunsdon, Eastwick and Gilston Neighbourhood Plan does not include Hunsdon Village. Hunsdon are working on their Hunsdon village
Neighbourhood Plan now, including the important links with the Gilston project and the former airfield)
Developing tangible ‘early wins’ for us as a community; for example the East Herts Plan tells us that
there will be community ownership of community assets, which will include the undeveloped land, and
the green spaces – if they are not to be developed these could and we believe should, be transferred to
the community at an early stage.
Communications with you – Respecting the trust you have placed with us and keeping you advised
on progress and seeking your continued support
So how can you find out more information and or get involved? Please follow our activities on
www.hegnp.org.uk or join us as a Group and so help to shape the area where you live so making sure that the
Community has a proper and informed voice while this massive project takes place around us.
Anthony Bickmore, Chairman, HEGNPG
1st January 2019
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Fly Tipping
Report Fly tipping to East Herts Council on 01279 655261 or enquiries@eastherts.gov.uk,
eastherts.gov.uk/reportflytip In emergency situations contact the Police on 999.

HERTFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY
LOCAL POLICE: HERTFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY
Emergency no: 999
Non emergency call: 101 or 01707 354000
Police Constable working out of Bishops Stortford is PC Nicola Hunt 334
Telephone no: 0801707 354192
E-mail: Nicola.hunt@herts.pnn.police.uk or www.herts.police.uk

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Enjoying our Public Footpaths and Bridleways
We are incredibly lucky to live in such wonderful countryside with many public footpaths and
bridleways criss-crossing our local area. It is important we all have the freedom to enjoy it and do not upset
other users.
The Countryside Code - Respect Protect Enjoy
www.gov.uk/topic/outdoor-access-recreation/rights-of-way-open-access
Respect other people
 Consider the local community and other people enjoying the outdoors
 Leave gates and property as you find them and follow paths unless wider access is available
Protect the natural environment
 Leave no trace of your visit and take your litter home
 Keep dogs under effective control
Enjoy the outdoors
 Plan ahead and be prepared
 Follow advice and local signs
A few important Do’s and Don’t’s for us all to remember:
 Respect other users of the public Footpaths and Bridleways – they have as much right as you to make
use of them. Remember your actions can affect others so be polite even if they are doing something
you think is wrong.
 Leave no trace of your visit and take your litter home. Litter and leftover food doesn’t just spoil the
beauty of the countryside, it can be dangerous to wildlife – so take your litter home with you. Dropping
litter and dumping rubbish are criminal offences.
 Keep dogs under effective control – you may meet others who are afraid of dogs.
o Always ensure it does not disturb wildlife, farm animals, horses or other people by keeping it
under effective control. This means that you: keep your dog on a lead, or keep it in sight at all
times, be aware of what it’s doing and be confident it will return to you promptly on command;
o Everyone knows how unpleasant dog mess is and it can cause infections, so always clean up after your dog and get rid of the mess responsibly – ‘bag it and bin it’. Or take it home.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Plans for future of the fire service published
A bold vision for the future of Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue Service has been published by the county council
ahead of a public consultation.
The draft Integrated Risk Management Plan (IRMP) sets out what resources the fire and rescue service needs,
and where they need to be to comprehensively deal with risks across the county now and in the future.
The draft IRMP makes some key proposals to get the fire and rescue service ready for the future. These include:
• Investing more in firefighter training
You can view the draft plan and respond to the consultation online at https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/aboutthe-council/consultations/fire-and-rescue/fire-and-rescue-service-integrated-risk-management-plan.aspx or
join us at a public meeting over the coming weeks

GILSTON AND EASTWICK VILLAGE HALL
Chairman:
Mrs Mary Jackson 07704213245
V Chairman/Trustee:
Mr Keith Harvey 410435
Booking Officer/Trustee: Mrs Maxine Evetts 07723 606887
Treasurer:
Mr Trevor Brown 423676
Trustee:
Mr David Jackson 419404
For any bookings and queries about the Village Hall please contact the Bookings Officer Maxine Evetts on
07723 606887 or email her on: combiboilers@btconnect.com
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Benefice of High Wych and Gilston with Eastwick
Church website: stjameshighwych.org.uk
Facebook: eastwick and gilston church’s

Church Services for February 2019
3rd February

Presentation of Christ in
the Temple

10th February 4th Sunday before Lent
17th February 3rd Sunday before Lent
24th February 2nd Sunday before Lent

8.00am

Holy Communion, BCP St James, High Wych

9.30am
9.30am
11.15am
9.30am
9.30am
11.15am

Family Service
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

St James, High Wych
St James, High Wych
St Mary’s, Gilston
St James, High Wych
St James, High Wych
St Botolph’s, Eastwick

Weekday Services:
Tuesday 6.30pm Holy Communion at St. Botolph, Eastwick
Wednesday 9am. Morning Prayer at St. James, High Wych
Friday 6.30pm Evening Prayer at St. Mary, Gilston

Letter for February 2019
Dear Friends,
Visiting a friend for a coffee this week I was delighted to see the first snowdrops in their garden – tiny green
tipped ‘fair maids of February’ holding their heads up in the promise of Spring and lengthening days. We’ve
had an easy winter so far and February may bring snow but hopefully nothing to compare with last year’s blast
of the ‘Beast from the East’.
Every Sunday in church we read the Bible – excerpts from both old and new testaments. There is always a gospel reading which follows a 3-year cycle with readings taken from St. Matthew’s gospel in year A,
St. Mark’s in year B and this year [C] we are reading through St. Luke’s. St John’s Gospel has excerpts in all
three years. So over 3 years we hear all the story of Jesus in the New Testament.
And each year the church follows a reassuring pattern of the same Christian festivals. Most of these remember
important happenings in Jesus’ life. Whether church is part of your life or not - Christmas is always 25th December followed by Epiphany on January 6th, when we remember the revelation of the baby Jesus to the Magi
or Wise men. In early February we celebrate ‘Candlemas’ which remembers Jesus, taken by Mary and Joseph as a six-week-old baby, into the Temple in Jerusalem to be presented to God. In a sense he was given
back to God. All his life Jesus lived that role, living as God’s own; following obedience to God and showing
justice, mercy, forgiveness and compassion to all he met. That way of life brought him into conflict with power and the status quo and led to his execution on a cross, which we remember on Good Friday, before the joyful celebration of Easter Day! So, after the family service on 3rd February we will put the crib and the baby
Jesus back in the box and we will turn again towards travelling the road to Jerusalem with the adult Jesus.
Easter is late this year, so the serious business of Lent, preparing for Holy week and Easter, doesn’t begin till

6th March, the day before, Shrove Tuesday after school we’ll have another pancake party with a pancake
tossing challenge to win the sought after ‘golden frying pans’, which I hope last years winners will bring back
to us – more details next month!
Last year we organised two popular dog walks around Gilston – so back by popular demand- on Sunday 3 February we will meet at St. Mary’s Church, [CM 20 2 RJ] at 11.30 am, for a circular route of about
an hour and a half, down to Eastwick and returning to St. Mary’s for soup and sandwiches - which will be
provided. Everyone is welcome with or without a dog! Come and meet someone new to chat with - and be
prepared for mud! There will be ways to shorten the route if it is too far for you - we’ll need someone back to
church early to make tea for our return! Let’s hope it will be a bit warmer than March 2018 -which was fiercely cold with falling snow!
rd

On Monday 25th 10am – 4 pm I have planned a Quiet Day at the Emmaus centre in Thorley, to allow
you a chance to leave the rush and bustle of daily life for some space and deep quiet in which to rest, relax and
encounter the divine through waiting, walking or doing something creative -ring 01279 726476 or email
revendy@sky.com if you are interested in coming.
God bless you and yours
Revd Wendy
PRIEST IN CHARGE: Rev Wendy Carter, The Rectory, High Wych, Sawbridgeworth 01279 726476
Email: revwendy@sky.com
READERS:
Joy Galliers-Burridge, Readers, 41 Hart Road, Old Harlow, Essex CM17 0HL
01279 444870
Roger Burridge, Readers, 41 Hart Road, Old Harlow, Essex CM17 0HL 01279 444870
Judith Denton, Path Cottage, High Wych Lane, CM21 0JP
01279 723714
LAY LEADER OF WORSHIP: Jan Bellingham
GILSTON WITH EASTWICK BENEFICE
CHURCH WARDENS:
Sarah Bagnall
Michael Shaw
SECRETARY:
Mrs Lois Smith
TREASURER:
Mrs Judith Denton

01279 724247
01279 441644
01279 726792
01279 431123
01279 723714

PARISH DEATHS
On 8th December 2018, Shaun Charles Lloyd of Gilston aged 50 years. Service and burial at St. Mary Gilston
on 21st December 2018.
On 16th December 2018, Dora May Peacock lately of Harlow aged 85 years. service at Parndon Wood
Crematorium 8th January 2019
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Foster a child in 2019
Hertfordshire County Council is urging anyone who has a spare room and the desire to help a child or
young person realise their true potential, to consider whether fostering might be the way to fill the extra
space in their homes and in their hearts.
Hertfordshire Fostering Service urgently needs foster carers who are able to give their support & guidance to
make a difference to the life of a child. Foster care offers the flexibility of working from home or the option of
combining fostering with other work, depending on the age and needs of the children. There are different types
of fostering and applicants are supported to choose the route which is right for them and their family. For example, a number of carers who have full-time work commitments are able to make a difference by providing
‘sleepover’ or respite fostering placements at weekends or holidays.
Anyone who fosters with Hertfordshire County Council can expect unrivalled support & training, which
guides new foster carers through the process, every step of the way.
For more information visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/fostering or call the recruitment team on 0800 917 0925.

WITH THE KIND PERMISSION OF YOLANDE CLARKE THE WIFE OF THELATE JOHN
CLARKE I AM RE PRINTING ALL THE ARTICLES JOHN WROTE ABOUT OUR VILLAGES.
A WALK AROUND GILSTON – BY JOHN CLARKE 2016 –
From Overhall it is but a short step to St Mary’s Church standing on its hilltop. For a tiny village it is a church of imposing size. On the
exterior it is a bewildering medley of dates and styles: Victorian flint, Tudor brick and some early Norman flint and plaster. There is a
proud tower, rebuilt in brick in the late Tudor period, and capped with battlements and a thin Victorian spire, a 'Hertfordshire spike'.
There are two 17th-century bells with inscriptions. As bell ringers are in short supply, they are rung only infrequently. The small, well
maintained churchyard contains old tombstones and ancient yew trees. The tall conifer is a Lawson cypress, a cultivated tree.
In the south-western corner of the churchyard are the three memorials of the Johnston family of Terlings, comprising a cross flanked
by standing stones. The work is ascribed to the famous 20th-century sculptor Eric Gill. To the east of the church are two early tomb
chests, commemorating the 17th-century Gore family and the 18th-century Turvin family.
The interior of the church is attractive, although much of the woodwork, the ceiling, the pews (seats), and stained glass is Victorian.
The glass is a fine collection of mainly late-19th-century date, depicting religious themes. There is, however, much to find of an earlier
date.
On first entering, the tall pillars that support the ceiling catch the eye. These date from the late-13th century. On the left, under the
tower, is the font, of late-12th-century date. It is the only item that still survives from the original church. In this font, until recent times,
most children of this village have been baptised. It has been a silent witness to all the events I have listed in this history.
Turning eastwards towards the altar, the pulpit on the left is constructed of wood panelling from New Place manor house. Opposite it
used to stand the ornate 'eagle' oak lectern, a gift of 1900; but this is no longer in use and can be found on the north side near the big
cupboard. Behind the pulpit stands the glory of the church, the 13th-century chancel screen. It is not ornate, but screens of its date
(mid-1200s) are extremely rare in England, so this is a survival of great importance.
Over the centuries the screen has had a wandering existence. In Victorian times it was found in pieces lying on the floor of the tower.
It was collected together and re-erected in its present position. At the same time the opportunity was taken to replace any missing
pieces. If you look very closely at the screen today you can discern what is old and what is new; the new work is smooth, the old
rough-carved.
As we enter the chancel through the screen, we find on our left a large pipe organ. This also originated from New Place, and was
once in the drawing-room there. Sadly its condition has deteriorated and it cannot now be played. Also in the chancel used to hang
the colour of the Gilston troop of Yeomanry.
The altar table was a gift from the squire of Terlings manor over a hundred years ago. It is flanked on both walls by memorials to the
Gore family, whose ledger stones also cover the floor. On the sanctuary step is a tragic row of small stones to commemorate infant
Gore children, which I call the Innocents.
The east window behind the altar is full of coloured glass, but this is not old. In fact, much of the Victorian work in the church was
John Hodgson’s doing. At Eastwick, he pulled the church down but here, thankfully, he did not; and, although his hand fell heavily
upon it, there is still much that is old to discover.
Services have been held in this place for all of our 881 years: over the centuries the ritual has altered as Catholicism was replaced by
Protestantism; but the continuity of observance is impressive, and the church is a living church.
Continues next month…………

Comprehensive medical
& surgical care for small animals
Emergency service provided by our own vets.
24 hour in-patient nursing care at the Epping surgery.
Laparoscopic Spay (keyhole surgery) +
CT and MRI available at the Epping Hospital

HARLOW
01279 437 433
EASTWICK LODGE, HARLOW
www.forestvets.com

THE EASTWICK AND GILSTON PARISH MAGAZINE MONTHLY DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES
IS THE 16TH OF EACH MONTH – TO BE SENT TO IN A WORD DOCUMENT:
christine.law2@btinternet.com
Shogun Print, Shogun House, Unit 2 Wilems Works, Forest road, Hainault, Essex IG6 3HJ 07956 301
169 – e-mail: neale@shogunprint.com – web site www.shogunprint.com – Prints the magazine on behalf of
Eastwick and Gilston Parish Magazine.

DANIEL ROBINSON
& SONS
Independent
Family Funeral Directors
Monumental Masons
Est. 1892
A personal caring service, day or night
Fully trained & qualified staff
Purpose built premises & Chapels of Rest
Pre-paid Funeral Planning
Arrangements may be made in the comfort
of your own home

3 Bullfields
Sawbridgeworth
Tel: (01279) 722476

Wych Elm
Harlow
Tel: (01279) 426990

www.drobinson.co.uk

ADVERTIING

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN
ADVERTISING YOUR LOCAL BUSINESS
IN
‘THE PARISH MAGAZINE’?
REACH 360 LOCAL HOMES EVERY
MONTH.
CHECK OUT OUR HIGHLY
COMPETITIVE RATES BELOW AND CONTACT US TODAY.
ALL EDITIONS OF THE
MAGAZINE ARE PRINTED IN A4
¼ page £80.00 per year - per month £20.00
½ page £100.00 per year – per month £30.00
Full page £200.00 per year – per month £40.00
DO YOU HAVE A SMALL ITEM THAT YOU
WOULD LIKE TO SALE?
DO YOU HAVE AN ARTICLE YOU THINK
MAY BE OF INTEREST TO THE READERS?
AN ACTIVITY THAT HAPPENS
WITHIN OUR TWO VILLAGES THAT YOU
WOULD LIKE ADVERTISED OR SOME INFORMATION THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO
GO ONTO THE
PARISH COMMUNITY WEB SITE?
CALL OR E-MAIL THE EDITOR:
CHRISTINE LAW
01279 411646
CHRISTINE.LAW2@BTINTERNET.COM

